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Different ways to determine 
learner readiness

Pre-Assessment
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!
it is an instructional strategy  to uncover what 

students know, can do or already understand about 
a curriculum unit before they begin formal 

instruction.

What is pre-assessment?
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A key aspect of engagement is ensuring all students 
are challenged in their zone of proximity. As 

teachers the best way to ensure we are providing the 
right amount of challenge, is to know where our 

students are in terms of their readiness and we can 
do this through pre-assessment.

Getting into the ZONE



PR
E-
AS
SE
SS
M
EN
T

bored

confused

understanding 
knowledge 

& skills

level of challenge

ZONE O
F PROXIM

AL D
EVELO

PMENT

ZONE OF PROXIMAL DEVELOPMENT

pre-assessment
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curriculum and learning

Australian Curriculum Standards 
“content”

Pre-assessment

Learning activities/tasks 
with ongoing formative assessment to  

ensure student remains appropriately challenged

!
Select a  

pre-assessment 
tool

!
Students 

complete the 
task

Analyse the data and 
make decisions about 

student readiness
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Key Questions: 
!
1. What do my students know before I start teaching? 
2. How will I pre-assess to check for prior knowledge and 

readiness? 
3. What does the information gained from my pre-assessment 

tell me about my students and what I need to do?

The relationship between assessment, 
curriculum and learning
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Student Prior Knowledge

Knowledge GapsMisconceptions

Conceptual change 
approaches

Targeted content-
based instruction

exposes reveals

confronted by addressed by

activates
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pre-assessment!
1. KNW charts 
2. Lists 
3. Surveys 
4. Concept Map 
5. Anticipatory Guides 
6. Knowledge Rating 
7. Pre-test 
8. Models/Products  
9. Performance 
10. Conferences 
11. Journal Entry 
12. Jeopardy/Quizzes 
13. Student Work Samples
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Using a KNW chart

Know
what the student already knows

Needs!
what the student needs to knows

Wants!
what the student wants to knows

prior experience 
current skills 

current knowledge 
current attitudes 

!
in relation to the Unit of work 

These are determined by the 
curriculum. 

!

This is a quick way to determine what students think they know 
about a topic and determine misunderstandings. It also 

identifies specific interests that could be addressed.



PR
E-
AS
SE
SS
M
EN
T

Using Lists
Having students create a list can identify their current 

knowledge, vocabulary and understanding of a topic or planned 
unit.

Yr 8 HASS example: 
The Vikings lived from c.790 – c.1066. Create a list 
of everything you know about Vikings and their 
way of life (social, cultural, economic and political 
features) and the roles and relationships of 
different groups in society. 

The Vikings

The Vikings sailed boats

Wore funny hats
Were violent

Identifies limited  
exposure to Viking 

history and a 
misconception

The Vikings

Came from Denmark, Norway and Sweden

Were expert boat builders and sailers

They sailed to countries to raid and steal

Many settled in Scotland and Ireland

Erik the Red was a famous Viking

Demonstrates 
exposure to and good 
knowledge of Vikings

Australian Curriculum: 
Historical Knowledge and 
Understanding 
(ACDSEH007)

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/humanities-and-social-sciences/history/curriculum/f-10?layout=1#level8
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Using Lists
Having students create a list can identify their current 

knowledge, vocabulary and understanding of a topic or planned 
unit.

Yr 8 HPE example: 
Create a list of preventive health practices 
relevant to young people, and any current health 
promotions that you know of to improve health 
for young people

Preventative Health

Australian Curriculum: 
Personal, Social and Community 
Health (ACPPS073)

Preventative Health

Quit smoking
Cancer Council

Youth Mental Health awareness
• Headspace
• Beyond Blue

SHINE - sexual health
Cybersafety

Identifies limited  
recall of health 

practices or services

Anti - Bullying

Healthy Eating -  
Stephanie Alexander kitchens

Identifies substantial 
knowledge of health 

practices and 
services

Food Pyramid

Quit Smoking - cigarette packaging

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/health-and-physical-education/curriculum/f-10?layout=1#cdcode=ACPPS077&level=7-8
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information about what students know and understand before you 
launch into a unit of work.  It can also be a way of gathering 

information about how your students like to work, or what there 
interests are.

Using Surveys

Surveys can be written 
or consider using a 

Google Form or other 
digital survey.
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Concept Maps
Having students create concept maps using a word bank 

provided.
WORD BANK

Area 
Perimeter 

Angle 
Volume 
Radius 

Polyhedron 
3D 
2D 

Face 
Vertices 

Geometry

Polyhedron

Face 
VerticesArea

3D

2D
Perimeter

Polyhedrons are 3D shapes

2D shapes have Area 2D shapes have  perimeter

A face is a 2D shape

The face of a polyhedron has area

The more detail and 
words included from  

the word bank 
demonstrates a deeper 

understanding
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Concept Maps
Having students create concept maps can be completed 
without a word bank, just by asking students to think of 

everything they know about a topic or concept.

Cells

plant cellsanimal cells

cell wallmitochondria

photosynthesis?

This concept map shows 
some prior knowledge 
and some uncertainty
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Anticipatory Guide
These are a series of agree/disagree or true/false statements. 

These are useful to trigger students prior knowledge and 
experience and determine understanding.

When you add two numbers together you 
always get a larger sum.

You can add two integers and still have less 
than zero.

True False

Here is another example which has 
a scale and requires explanation. 
Click here for the link.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B813xe1pOm-uSXhLbGUyVEEtTzA/view?usp=sharing
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Knowledge Rating
Students rate their familiarity with concepts and vocabulary 

using numbers 1-2-3 to rate their levels of understanding. 
!

1  I have never heard of this before 
2  I have heard of this term, but do not know what it means or how I can apply it 
3 I understand this term and know how to apply it

equation
1 2 3

coefficient
rate of change
variable
constant

Knowledge Ratings can 
be written or consider 

using a Google Form or 
other digital survey.
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Pre - Tests
A pre-test  should be quick and not burden you with marking, 

yet provide enough information to base judgement of mastery.

Maths example - decimals 
!
1. 0.3 + 0.8 = 
2. 1.7 + 0.45 = 
3. 5.731 + 1.29 = 
4. 3.0 – 1.25 = 
5. 0.05 – 0.005 = 

English example - punctuation 
!
1. I like candy said Joe 
2. I said Joe like candy 
3. Do you like candy asked Joe 
4. Joe asked do you like candy 
5. Do you Joe asked like candy 

If a student can answer 
these questions correctly, I 
know they have mastered 

these decimal operations. It 
would be a waste of time to 

ask 0.1 + 0.1 
Correct answers establish 

that students can apply their 
understanding.

These types of questions are 
far better than multiple 

choice or true/false because 
it eliminates lucky guesses
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Model/Performance
For practical skills, it may be important to see a rehearsal/

practice of skills as a pre assessment. This will help determine 
the skill level and expertise.

With practical skills 
the consideration 

needs to be how to 
record the expertise to 
measure improvement
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understanding of a topic, can highlight students with rich prior 
knowledge and identify students with little exposure to the 

topic.

Journal Writing

Students may benefit 
from some scaffolding if 
journal writing is new to 

them.

We are about to start a Unit on ……

In your book, write a journal entry including the 
things you already know about ……. 
!
Where have you heard or learnt about …… 
before? 
!
What do the words …… , ……… , ……. or 
……….  mean to you?  
!
You can draw a diagram or a picture to help 
explain what you know.
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Jeopardy and Quizzes
Dynamic quizzes and games like Jeopardy can be a fun way to 
trigger students prior knowledge and experience and identify 

misconceptions and readiness.

Click here to get a 
Jeopardy template to 
copy

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12doMMkehEMlhaNcEJFT1r6Rfs6iWH4hK1p0xN-N6dOk/edit?usp=sharing
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Writing Samples
If you are planning to teach writing in a specific genre, why not 

get your students to write a piece in that genre before you 
start.  This will give you an understanding of the strategies they 
use to plan their writing and what they understand about the 

structure of the genre.

4 3 2 1

mechanics, 
sentence 
structure, 
grammar, 

punctuation

All sentences are well 
constructed and have  
varied structure and  
length. The author  
makes no errors in 
grammar 
grammar, mechanics,  
and/or spelling.

Most sentences are 
well constructed and  
have varied structure  
and length. The author  
makes a few errors in  
grammar, mechanics,  
and/or spelling, but  
they do not interfere  
with understanding. 
grammar, mechanics,  
and/or spelling.

Most sentences are well  
constructed, but they  
have a similar structure  
and/or length. The  
author makes several  
errors in grammar,  
mechanics, and/or  
spelling that interfere  
with understanding.

Sentences sound 
awkward, are  
distractingly repetitive,  
or are difficult to  
understand. The author  
makes numerous errors  
in grammar, mechanics,  
and/or spelling  
that interfere with  
understanding.

Writing products can also be used to 
evaluate the five product factors: 

fluency, content, conventions, syntax, 
and vocabulary.
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Responding to Pre-assessment

High Degree of 
Mastery

Approaching 
Mastery

Beginning  
Mastery

Student 
KNOWS

Student knows most 
of the content and 

has prior experience

Student knows 
some of the content 

and has some 
related learning 

experience

Student has little or 
no content 

knowledge and no 
prior experience

Student 
NEEDS

Student needs to 
apply knowledge in 

other ways to 
deepen expertise

Student is ready for 
new learning 

experience

Student has gaps in 
learning and needs 

to be explicitly 
taught background 
content and skills.


